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The JPIA awarded over $3,000 to our members’ 
employees during the San Diego Fall Conference.  
The safety awards were based on the individual 
agencies proactive efforts to design equipment/tools 
to reduce unsafe conditions that impacted employees 
and the public; designed and implemented safety 
related programs; and developed a program to 
promote wellness among employees. 
 
The JPIA would like to take this opportunity to 
highlight some of the award winners: 
 
Mark Piskor - San Dieguito Water District  designed 
a storage system for carrying traffic control signs.  
Mark attached aluminum channels to the back of the 
signs.  These channels slip into a larger channel 
attached to a barricade and into the storage rack on 
the truck.  This system allows the signs to sit a 
minimum of 12-inches off the ground.  This system 
also avoids damage to the signs paint and reflecting 
material, which previously occurred when the signs 
were tossed into the truck bed. 

 

W. Haydock, R. English and S. Davidson - Orange 
County Water District  added non-slip tape to ladders 
in the District’s injection wells.  Previously the ladder 
rungs were very slippery. 

 
Charlie McCauley - South Feather Water & Power  
designed a spring-assisted storage and lifting 
mechanism for their gas powered rammer.  This was 
installed on a new utility truck, and reduces the 
ergonomic stresses their employees would otherwise 
have been exposed to when loading or unloading this 
piece of equipment. 
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Matt Munaco - Yuima Municipal Water District  
designed and constructed an aboveground gate valve 
locking device.  This provides added security to their 
Lockout/Tagout Program. 

 
Carol Hayton, Cherlynn Hurdle, Glynis Litvak,  
Maryanne Grunbaum, Scott Sullivan and Wendy 
Duncan - Mesa Consolidated Water District  
developed and implemented a Wellness Program for 
their District.  Please refer to our website for details 
on their Program.  
 
Nathan Vance - Rancho California Water District  
designed and installed a remote corrosion control 
monitoring system for their reservoirs.  This eliminated 
the need to regularly climb the ladder to the top of the 
reservoir, which required fall protection, climbing with 
test gear, and kneeling on the top of the reservoir.  
Please refer to our website for pictures on this 
nomination.  
 

Robert Munger - Fallbrook Public Utility District  
designed and fabricated an adjustable “T” handle, 
with an angle stop wrench with adjustable handle, and 
meter box cover hook.  The angle stop wrench will 
minimize bending when removing meter box lids, and 
decreased pressure on the lower back by using the 
leverage the wrench provides. 
 

 
 
Congratulations  to all of the winners.  Please check 
out all of the award winners on our website.  Maybe 
you will find a solution to an issue you 
currently have at your district. 
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