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by Lee S. Patton

he creative juices continue to flow as our

members’ employees reeled in $3,850 dollars

as a reward for their “good safety ideas.” The
awards were announced at the ACWA/JPIA
Conference in Monterey on May 3, 2010.

The purpose of the award is to promote safe work
behavior and reward employees whose actions have
contributed toward reducing the potential for liability,
property, or workers’ compensation losses.

Here are some of the top winners this spring:

! - Scott Bair, Edward Chaveste,
David Frederick, Kevin Johnston, and George
Richmond determined during an accident
investigation, the rear step was inadequate on three
of the District’s service trucks. They took it upon
themselves to create a new step design with grab
bars.

At " # $ | :
when replacing a pump and motor at one of their
seven pump stations, an employee had to climb an
extension ladder to feed the crane cable through the
roof. Another employee was required to hold the
ladder in place. Ron Allen, Toby LaMunyon,
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John Granado, and Dago Oseguera designed a
fixed angle iron bracket system to prevent the ladder
from sliding sideways. This also freed up the
employee holding the ladder.

Also at " # $ !

employees were required to slide down the concrete
canal liners to make repairs. In order to exit the canal
they would use an extension ladder. Ron Allen
recognized this was a hazardous situation since the
bottom of the canal can be very slippery. He
designed portable steps that could be attached to the
top of the liner. Butch Stevens fabricated the steps.




The water treatment operator at one of

% $ & 'Y water treatment
plants, was required to climb stairs next to the soda
ash tank while carrying a sack of soda ash. Kyle
Madison and Jason Smith eliminated the stairs and
lowered the tank. They installed a single level non-
slip steel work platform, and a shelf to place the bags
of soda ash on, before slitting the bag and pouring the
contents into the tank. The new design reduced the
back strain potential along with the fall exposure.

Tank Before Modification New Work Platform

At * ! , Albert Sebastian
designed, fabricated, and installed removable guards
for the exposed portion of pump shafts.
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Darren Toland at __+

& | , designed and fabricated a hose
reel for their sewer bypass pump. They now have
400-feet of hose ready to be deployed at a moment’s
notice.

If you would like to learn more about this Program,
please go to the JPIA’s website at www.acwajpia.com
and click on RESOURCES, Safety Awards, H.R.
LaBounty Safety Award Program. Here you will find
the Program Description, Nomination Form, and past
winning ideas. You may find a solution to a problem
your district has been having.

We are now accepting nominations for our Fall
Conference Safety Awards. Please submit your
Nomination Forms to Terry Lofing at
tlofing@acwajpia.com, or call for assistance at
(800) 231-5742, Ext. 3126.
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The California Regional Common Ground Alliance is
presenting free regional seminars on Vacuum
Excavation. Please refer to the attached flyer and
registration form for upcoming dates and locations for
this training.



